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2022 Bassmaster Kayak Series powered by TourneyX registration now 
open; Event features Old Town Bassmaster Kayak Series Angler of Yr. Award

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
from the staff of  

The Mid-South Tribune

From  
the Fishing Wire.com 

 
 BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Reg-
istration is now open for the 2022 
Bassmaster Kayak Series pow-
ered by TourneyX season, which 
will visit iconic fisheries in six 
states. For the first time, the 2022 
Kayak Series will feature the Old 
Town Bassmaster Kayak Series 
Angler of the Year award with 
$5,000 cash and a top-of-the-line 
Old Town kayak going to the an-
gler who accumulates the most 
points during the regular season. 
The 2022 Kayak Series schedule 
features five regular-season 
events and the Bassmaster Kayak 
Series Championship that will 
coincide with the 2022 Academy 
Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster 
Classic presented by Huk. 
“In just two years we’ve been 
amazed by the growth of the 
series,” said B.A.S.S. Nation Di-
rector Jon Stewart, who oversees 
the Kayak Series. “We knew 
kayak fishing was experiencing 
major growth — that’s why we 
started this back in 2020. But I’m 
not sure we had any idea just 
how popular it was. 
“It’s been really fun to watch an-
glers enjoy this trail as the sport 
continues to evolve.” 
The schedule begins on one of 
the big bass capitals of the coun-
try as the Kayak Series visits 
Lake Fork in Alba, Texas, Feb. 5-
6 for one of three two-day events 
this season. In the past, all events 
except the championship have 
been one-day tournaments. Ne-
braska’s Nate Gloria took home 
the Lake Fork title in 2021 with 
a five-bass limit measuring 98 
inches while Arkansas pro Cody 

Milton earned a Century Belt 
with five bass measuring 100.5 
inches in 2020’s inaugural tour-
nament on this big bass factory. 
From there, the next stop will be 
Richard B. Russell Lake in An-
derson, S.C., for the two-day 
Bassmaster Kayak Series Cham-
pionship, March 2-3. The tourna-
ment field will be comprised of 
qualifiers from the 2021 Kayak 
Series — and though the tourna-
ment will actually conclude on 
March 3, the winner will be re-
vealed March 4 and receive a 
first-place prize of at least 
$20,000 on stage at Bon Secours 
Wellness Arena before the first-
round weigh-in of the Bass-
master Classic. 
The inaugural 2021 Champion-
ship tournament on Possum 

Kingdom Lake near Fort Worth, 
Texas, featured a record-break-
ing performance by hometown 
angler Mark Pendergraf who 
won with a two-day, 10 bass 
total of 209.25 inches — the 
highest two-day total in Tour-
neyX history. 
“That record-setting limit is the 
equivalent to weighing in a 30-
plus-pound bag,” explained Ste-
wart. “What a way to introduce 
the Classic crowd to the 
hammers on the Kayak Series!” 
Among the Championship qual-
ifiers in Anderson will be Bass-
master Elite Series veteran Mike 
Iaconelli from New Jersey, who 
won a Kayak Series event last 
year on the Upper Chesapeake 
Bay, as well as Tennessee angler 
Jim Davis, who became the first 

two-time Kayak Series winner 
with a victory last year on the 
Upper Mississippi River in La 
Crosse, Wis. 
“The series is not even three 
years old and it’s already devel-
oping its own rich history,” Ste-
wart said. “Ike winning an event 
was a big deal in the fishing in-
dustry. He touted it himself as 
one of the accomplishments he’s 
most proud of — and that’s from 

a guy who has won a Classic, 
won Angler of the Year, won 
Elite Series events. 
“Several big sticks are also 
emerging. Some guys are so se-
rious about kayak fishing that 
they show up at every event with 
a genuine chance at winning.” 
After the Championship in South 
Carolina, the Kayak Series will 
visit the Harris Chain of Lakes in 
Leesburg, Fla., on March 19, 
Grand Lake O’ the Cherokees in 
Grove, Okla., on April 16 and 
Lewis Smith Lake in Jasper, Ala., 
on May 21. All of those venues 
have been regular destinations 
for major B.A.S.S. events, and 
one — Grand Lake — was the 
site of the Bassmaster Classic in 
2013 and 2016. 
 
The Kayak Series will conclude 
with the third two-day event of 
the season on Pickwick Lake in 
Counce, Tenn., on Oct. 8-9. That 
event will decide the final Old 
Town AOY race and the final 
qualifiers for the 2023 Bass-
master Kayak Series Champion-
ship. The Top 25 anglers in the 
AOY points race along with 
qualifiers from Bassmaster re-
gional and state championships 
will earn a spot in the Kayak 
Series Championship. Anglers 
will earn points in every regular-
season tournament with their lo-
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GRAHAM, NC — Big Rock 
Sports is excited to announce 
their return to an in-person Out-
door Expo in 2022! From Janu-
ary 2-4, 2022, the Big Rock 
Sports Nashville Outdoor Expo is 
returning to the Music City Con-
vention Center. 
 Nashville Outdoor Expo 2022 
Big Rock Sports is thrilled to 
bring its outdoors family back to-
gether again. The team at BRS is 
hard at work to make this New 
Year’s in-person Outdoor Expo 
the biggest and boldest buying 
event in the industry. “We’re 
working closely with the Music 
City Convention Center to ensure 
compliance with all CDC and the 
Nashville Convention & Visitors 
Corp guidelines, ensuring attend-
ees are safe and healthy during 
their visit,” said a spokesman for 
the organization. 
 This year’s Outdoor Expo is not 
to be missed, with Big Rock 
Sports returning to its legacy na-
tionwide fishing, camping, ma-
rine, shooting sports and hunting 
show. Returning acts feature the 
popular Hot Profit event, the 
2022 New Product Showcase 
awards presentation, plus guest 
appearances by some of the in-
dustry’s top fishing and hunting 
professionals. 
 Back by popular demand, Big 
Rock Sports will again be hosting 
its opening day evening celebra-
tion at Jason Aldean’s Kitchen + 

west finish dropped to determine 
the final Angler of the Year 
standings. 
As in the past, anglers will use 
the TourneyX app and photo-
graph their bass on special meas-
uring boards to submit their 
catches. The angler with the most 
inches of bass will be the winner. 
All 2021 winners had at least 85 
inches of bass. 
 For more information and to reg-
ister, visit 
Bassmaster.com/Kayak. 
 

2022 Bassmaster Kayak  
Series powered by TourneyX  

Schedule 
 

Feb. 5-6, Lake Fork, Alba, Texas 
 
March 2-3, Bassmaster Kayak 
Series Championship, Richard B. 
Russell Lake, Anderson, S.C. 
 
March 19, Harris Chain of 
Lakes, Leesburg, Fla. 
April 16, Grand Lake O’ the 
Cherokees, Grove, Okla. 
May 21, Lewis Smith Lake, 
Jasper, Ala. 
 
Oct. 8-9, Pickwick Lake, 
Counce, Tenn. 
2022 Bassmaster Kayak Series 
Partners: Old Town, MotorGuide 

Kayak competitors can look forward to an exciting 2022 Bassmaster Series and will have 
opportunity to vie for Angler of the Year Award. (Photo/Courtesy: Bassmaster)

Big Rock Sports in-person Nashville 
Outdoor Expo set for January 2-4  
at Music City Convention Center

Rooftop Bar. The event, which 
has become the industry event 
not to be missed promises to be 
better than ever. It’s safe to say 
that ringing in the 2022 New Year 
in Nashville TN will be a fun way 
to start for Big Rock Sports and 
its family of customers, vendors, 
and everyone in the outdoors 
community. 
 
About Big Rock Sports 
The premier outdoor sporting 
goods distributor in North Amer-
ica, Big Rock Sports, LLC, is fo-
cused on supplying more than 
15,000 retailers with the best pro-
ducts from over 1,200 manufac-
turers as well as the tools needed 
to navigate the complexity of 
today’s marketplace. The com-
pany is strongly committed to 

protecting the rights of hunters, 
anglers, and all outdoor enthusi-
asts.  
 Big Rock Sports is a privately 
held company with a home of-
fice in Graham, NC. BigRock-
Sports.com 
 

Memphis Athletics hits Tiger Leadership 
Circle goal early, eclipsing $2 million  
in gifts from loyal fans and donors  

 MEMPHIS, Tenn. – Memphis 
Athletics has announced it has 
secured additional Tiger Leader-
ship Circle gifts that pushes the 
group past $2 million in annual 
recurring unrestricted gifts. The 
$2 million goal was established 
for June 2022, with the expedited 
progress representative of the tre-
mendous support of Tiger fans 
and donors. 
 “We are truly fortunate to have 
such amazing supporters in 
Memphis,” Memphis Vice Pres-
ident and Director of Intercolle-
giate Athletics Laird Veatch said. 
“The Tiger Leadership Circle 
was an idea of how we could en-
courage and engage our donor 
base more directly, and the re-
sponse has been incredible. 
Memphians love the Tigers, and 
this progress makes that clear.” 
 Helping Memphis Athletics 
eclipse its $2 million goal was a 
recent leadership AD’s Circle 
commitment from The Scheidt 
Family and TLC Ambassador 
commitments from Ben & Mar-
tha Bryant, Fogelman Properties, 
Karen Fields Isaacman & Dr. 
Ken Isaacman, Rick & Sandy 
Spell and Tom & Robin Watson. 
 “When athletics leadership 

launched the Tiger Leadership 
Circle, we were compelled to be 
involved,” The Scheidt Family of 
Elkan Scheidt, Susan Arney and 
Helen Gronauer said in a joint 
statement. “Providing philan-
thropic leadership is something 
our family is happy to do when 
the charge is so impactful to our 
wonderful city. A great city de-
serves a great University, and a 
great university deserves a strong 
athletics program. We are excited 
to be on board.” 
 The Tiger Leadership Circle 
(TLC) is Memphis Athletics’ pre-
mier student-athlete support pro-
gram. The TLC incorporates all 

stakeholders who make the great-
est impact on Memphis Tiger 
Athletics. This new circle of lead-
ership annual donors is the cata-
lyst for sustained excellence in 
Tiger Athletics. The TLC com-
bines giving of Ambassadors, di-
rect contributions to sport 
programs and capital projects to 
create a true, total impact metric 
of lead donors for Memphis’ ath-
letics programs. 
 TLC members will gain access 
and invitations to Tiger Athletics 
experiences such as:   
 TLC Field Lounge at football 
games 
Courtside Club at FedExForum  
‘Travel with the Tigers’ opportu-
nities  
Exclusive events with head 
coaches and athletics leadership   
Student-athlete mentorship pro-
gram   
 “Leadership like that of the 
Scheidts, Bryants, Fogelmans, 
Spells, Isaacmans and Watsons is 
what will continue our ascension 
in collegiate athletics competi-
tion,” Veatch added. “With the 
climb to the next level of inter-
collegiate competition more com-
petitive than ever, the most 

“We are truly fortunate to 
have such amazing sup-
porters in Memphis,” Mem-
phis Vice President and 
Director of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Laird Veatch said. 
“The Tiger Leadership Circle 
was an idea of how we could 
encourage and engage our 
donor base more directly, and 
the response has been incred-
ible. Memphians love the 
Tigers, and this progress 
makes that clear.”

Please see sports page 4

Travis Kelce of Chiefs named one 
of the AFC Players of  Week 
N.Y., N.Y. - Tight end TRAVIS 
KELCE of the Kansas City 
Chiefs, linebacker DARIUS 
LEONARD of the Indianapolis 
Colts and defensive back TRE-
MON SMITH of the Houston 
Texans are the AFC Offensive, 
Defensive and Special Teams 
Players of the Week for games 
played in Week 15 (December 
16, 18-21). 
 Kelce recorded 10 receptions 
for a career-high 191 yards (19.1 
avg.) and two touchdowns in 
Week 15, including the game-

winning 34-yard touchdown 
catch to secure a 34-28 win over 
the Chargers in overtime. Kelce’s 
191 receiving yards were the 
most in the league in during 
Week 15 and is the most by a 
tight end this season. 
This marked Kelce’s third career 
game with at least 150 receiving 
yards and a touchdown reception, 
tied for the second-most all-time 
by a tight end. 
  This is Kelce’s first Offensive 
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